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Inaga Shigemi

This lecture is related to the ground-
breaking exhibition, City of Others:
Asian Artists in Paris, 1920s-1940s,
which was held at the National Gallery
Singapore in 2025. The talk will focus
on Japanese artists in relation to other
Asians active in the French capital
during the Art Déco period (1925) and
the Exposition coloniale (1931). It will
address questions such as: What chal-
lenges did they face to cope with the
Parisian art market at the margins of
the Ecole de Paris? What was their des-
tiny? How and why was Léonard Fouji-
ta, for example, singled out among his
compatriots?

Inaga Shigemi is professor emeritus at the Inter-
national Research Center for Japanese Studies
and the Graduate University for Advanced Stud-
ies. His main publications include Le Crépuscule
de la peinture (1997), L'Orient de la peinture
(1999), Painting on the Edge (2014), and In Search
of the Haptic Plasticity (2024).
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