SUMMARY

Expression and Liberty, To Which extent is the expression “Free”?

A Reflection free from Political Controversies (part 1)

INAGA Shigemi

This paper is based on the author's lecture in “On Freedom of Expression” at Kyoto Seika
University (November 22, 2022).

(1) The purpose of this paper is to raise the awareness of students in their first year of
college by discussing the etymology of the word “freedom” in European languages. The
theological meaning of “expression” and the ideological assumptions implied therein are related
to “freedom of expression.” The discussion thereby may overturn common knowledge in Japan.
(2)Based on this premise, in the latter half of this essay, we will analyze the limitations, or
“irrelevance,” that image inherently has as a “likeness-imitation” (mimesis)of something in the
first place, in line with specific examples of parody, plagiarism, and reproduction that have
caused social problems. The paper intends to make the students aware of the problems that
“freedom of expression” entails and help them recognize the issue involved in the creation of art
and images. Indeed, the cases of alleged religious sacrilege and infringement of property rights
are still persistently at the root of the problem of “freedom of expression” in today's visual
creation, without necessarily being fully recognized as such. In the conclusion of this paper, the
author aims to propose a new response to this question, with reference to the social problems
that image expression has caused in recent years.

In accordance with the restrictions on the total volume of research notes, the author is
submitting part(1)above at this time, and plan to submit part(2)in the next year.
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